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EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE — FOURTH REPORT —  
“CHILDREN MISSING OUT — EDUCATION SUPPORT FOR: —  
STUDENTS ON 457 VISAS — STUDENTS WITH A DISABILITY” 

Government Response — Statement by Minister for Education 
DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [2.05 pm]: The Education and Health 
Standing Committee initiated the “Children Missing Out — Education Support for: — Students on 457 Visas — 
Students with a Disability” inquiry to examine the issues surrounding the education of children whose parents 
enter Western Australia on 457 visas. The standing committee’s comprehensive report made findings and 
23 recommendations in relation to the support required to enable students on 457 visas to have equitable access 
to specialist programs. The 23 recommendations pertain to the Department of Education’s review of English as a 
second language services, sources and levels of funding of ESL programs, eligibility criteria to access ESL 
programs, the capacity of mainstream teaching staff to deliver ESL programs, the role of the commonwealth and, 
beyond the original terms of reference, student eligibility to access the Schools Plus program. I am pleased to 
table this response to the house today. 

Support for students of parents who enter Australia on 457 visas is a matter of importance for this government 
and for me as Minister for Education. Currently, 2 580 students on 457 visas are enrolled in public schools 
requiring specialist English language support, and it is predicted that a further 1 300 students could arrive and 
enrol by 2013. The data indicates the critical need for additional ESL service provision for these students. This is 
also a matter for the commonwealth government. The matter of commonwealth funding for children whose 
parents enter Australia on 457 visas continues to be pursued with the commonwealth government. 

In 2009 the Department of Education looked into the provision of ESL services in public schools to meet the 
needs of the increasing cohort of 457 visa students. This included consideration of a revised funding and service 
model to ensure improved access for all students with ESL needs. To support mainstream teachers of ESL 
students, the department is this year providing extensive professional learning opportunities to more than 3 000 
primary and secondary teachers to support the language and learning needs of ESL students from kindergarten to 
year 12, including 457 visa students. Additional support, through the development of practical ESL classroom 
curriculum resources, will enable teachers of ESL students to better cater for their language and learning needs. 
These ESL curriculum resources also assist teachers to monitor and assess the development of their students’ 
knowledge, skills and understandings in acquiring standard Australian English. 

In relation to reviewing student eligibility to access the department’s Schools Plus program, temporary visa 457 
students always have been eligible for Schools Plus funding—and they remain so. A reassessment of the Schools 
Plus program began in July 2009, and the findings will be released soon. The purpose of this reassessment was to 
simplify the process and reduce the amount of time and resources required to complete funding applications. 

Given the recent changes announced by the commonwealth government in relation to the skilled migration 
program, this government will ensure that the issues arising from the increasing population of 457 visa students 
in our schools requiring intensive English support are being, and continue to be, addressed in an ongoing way. 
The matter of funding for the education of students on 457 visas is currently under consideration. 

[See paper 2015.] 
 


